
 
 

PASTRES COURSE: FULL READING LISTS 
 
In this document you will find a set of extended reading lists for the PASTRES course. Those 
highlighted with ** might be worth looking at first. Others are for your interest. As you will see the 
literature is biased towards Africa, reflecting the interests of the main lecturers. 
 
This document accompanies the PASTRES online course on Pastoralism and Uncertainty. 
 
For more information about PASTRES, visit pastres.org 
 

1. Debates in pastoral development: reflections (mostly) from Africa 
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Mahmoud, H.A., Markakis, J., Schlee, G., Strecker, I. and Turton, D. 2014. Lands of the Future: 
transforming pastoral lands and livelihoods in eastern Africa. Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology, Working Paper 154.  
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2. Debates in pastoral development: reflections from a global literature review 
 
The following articles from different regions provide some insights into a global picture: 

Central Asia 

Yeh E.T, 2005. Green governmentality and pastoralism in Western China. Nomadic Peoples 9(1) 

Nancy E. Levine, 1999. Cattle and the Cash Economy: Responses to Change Among Tibetan Nomadic 
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Kassam, K. S. 2010. Pluralism, resilience, and the ecology of survival: case studies from the Pamir 

Mountains of Afghanistan. Ecology and Society 15(2): 8 
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Gonin Alexis, Gautier Denis, 2015. Shift in herders’ territorialities from regional to local scale: the 

political ecology of pastoral herding in western Burkina Faso. Pastoralism: Research, Policy and 
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Farming Abandonment in the Pyrenees. In: S. Mann (ed.), The Future of Mountain Agriculture, 

Springer Geography, DOI: 10.1007/978-3-642-33584-6_7 
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Greater Horn of Africa 
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the region. IDS, 2016 

Staro F., 2013. Water ownership as form of pastoral adaptation: the case of the Garriin southern 

Ethiopia. Journal des anthropologues n° 132-133 

Hertkorn Marie-Luise, Roba Hassan and Kaufmann Brigitte, 2015. Caring for livestock. Borana 

women’s perceptions of their changing role in livestock management in southern Ethiopia. Nomadic 

People 

MENA Middle East and Northern Africa (in english) 
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3. What is uncertainty, and why does it matter? 
 

Some basic readings  
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Wynne, B., 1992. Uncertainty and environmental learning: reconceiving science and policy in the 

preventive paradigm. Global Environmental Change, 2(2), pp.111-127. Or the longer chapter on the 

same case: Wynne, B., 1996. May the sheep safely graze. A reflexive view of the expert-lay 

knowledge divide.  In: Lash et al. (eds.). Risk, environment and modernity: Towards a new ecology, 
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4. Uncertainty: thinking across fields  
 
Financial networks: Haldane, A. G. (2009) Rethinking the financial network  
 
Critical infrastructure: Roe, E., 2016. Policy messes and their management. Policy Sciences, 49(4), 
pp.351-372. 
 
Emergencies and preparedness: Lakoff, A., 2007. Preparing for the next emergency. Public Culture, 
19(2), p.247. 
 
Disasters: Watts, M., 2016. Accumulating insecurity and manufacturing risk along the energy 
frontier. In Risking Capitalism (pp. 197-236). Emerald Group Publishing Limited. 
 

5. Non-equilibrium environments, rangeland management and climate change 
 
Non-equilibrium ecology and rangelands 
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Variability and Pastoral Adaptation in African Savannas. London: Overseas Development Institute. 
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Scoones, I., 1991. Wetlands in drylands: key resources for agricultural and pastoral production in 
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Sullivan, S. and Rohde, R., 2002. On non‐equilibrium in arid and semi‐arid grazing systems. Journal of 
Biogeography, 29(12), pp.1595-1618. 
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von Wehrden, H., Hanspach, J., Kaczensky, P., Fischer, J. and Wesche, K., 2012. Global assessment of 
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Desertification and land degradation 

Crummey, D. and Bassett, T.J. eds., 2003. African savannas: global narratives & local knowledge of 
environmental change. Oxford: James Currey. 

Behnke, R. and Mortimore, M., eds. 2016. The End of Desertification. Disputing Environmental 
Change Springer 

Brierley, C., Manning, K. and Maslin, M., 2018. Pastoralism may have delayed the end of the green 
Sahara. Nature Communications, 9(1), p.4018. 

Ho, P., 2001. Rangeland degradation in north China revisited? A preliminary statistical analysis to 
validate non-equilibrium range ecology. Journal of Development Studies, 37(3), pp.99-133. 

Hobbs, N.T, Galvin, K., Stokes, C., Lackett, J., Ash, A., Boone, R., Reid, R., and Thornton, P. (2008) 
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Pastoralism, environmental variability and mobility 

Butt, B., 2016. Ecology, mobility and labour: Dynamic pastoral herd management in an uncertain 
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Homewood, K. and Sullivan, S., 2017. On non-equilibrium and nomadism: Knowledge, diversity and 
global modernity in drylands. In Food Sovereignty, Agroecology and Biocultural Diversity (pp. 135-
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Climate change 
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Thornton, P.K., Ericksen, P.J., Herrero, M. and Challinor, A.J., 2014. Climate variability and 
vulnerability to climate change: a review. Global Change Biology, 20(11), pp.3313-3328. 

Thornton, P.K., Jones, P.G., Ericksen, P.J., and Challinor, A.J. (2011) Agriculture and food systems in 
sub-Saharan Africa in a 4°C+ world. Philosophical Transactions of The Royal Society of Mathematical 
Physical and Engineering Sciences (2011) 369, 117–136 

Toulmin, C. 2009. Climate Change in Africa. London: Zed books. 
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6. Livestock production, feeding and disease 

Part 1: Production 

Dahl Gudrun, Hjort Anders, 1976. Having Herds: Pastoral Herd Growth and Household Economy. 
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Part 2: Feeding 
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